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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

SEASON®S GREE THe Na&&tsville Elementary School Community has

a lot to celebrate this holiday season. While the economic situation is a little

less tumultuous, there is still a need to reach out to the less fortunate in our
community and beyond. The holiday season can be a very stressful time for some
children and adults for many different reasons. | have included some additional
information about finding resources to help children and their families from the
National Association of El ementary Schoo

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!
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December 2009

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS: Continuing this year, JVES will be celebrating
studentds birthdays with a school wide r
rooms have one or more students with food allergies. This data, along with the
knowledge that these foods have little or no nutritional value, can bring about

short -term behavior change. We need to provide them with an environment that
supports healthy behaviors. Therefore, we ask that you no longer bring in foods

for birthday celebrations.

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year!

PARTIES, PARKING AND PROBLEMS: When more than one grade level has a
special event, parking can become a problem. If all of the marked spots are
taken, please park on the Parks & Recreation parking lot and not in the unmarked
spaces next to the tennis courts or on the inner part of the circle. Our buses,
which begin to arrive shortly after 3:00 P.M. need to be able to pass parked
buses to get into their correct loading order for our students. Cars parked on

the yellow, cross -hatched areas prevent buses from passing each other and thus
getting into their proper order. Please do not park on the yellow cross -hatched
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areas. Also, avoid parking near the loading dock. We have deliveries of supplies

and food during the day. Access to the loading dock becomes extremely difficult
for large trucks if vehicles are parked in the area. Please do not park on the
Salem Lutheran Church lot. Thank you for your cooperation.

SNOW: In case it snows this year, an Alert Now message will notify parents of

delayed openings or school closings. Remember WBAL Radio is the first radio
station <called by Harford County Public
They broadcast the school closing information at 10 minutes before the hour
(beginning at 5:50a.m.), on the hour and every half hour. Due to the early start

of high school bus runs, a decision about a delay start must occur by 6:00a.m.

The closing of school after a delayed start must occur by 8:00a.m. schools are

closed. Check www.hcps.org for Alert Now message replays.
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Report to Parents

Effective and Appropriate Help With Homework

Where do you turn when your child needs help?
Whether your little one is having trouble with
reading or your whole family is dealing with a
health or money crisis, there is someone who
can help or who can guide you to the resources
you need. Schools are a great first place to start.
Community organizations, the YMCA, churches,
temples, and synagogues often can be lifesavers
as wel | . Hereods a
different types of help:

Tutors Make a Difference. Kids are learning
more today than ever before, and sometimes
children have troubl e
t hat they get caught
writing, math, science, or social studies, there are
resources available to tutor children who need
helpd and to help their parents help them. Talk to
your chil dés teacher,
discover what you can do at home to help, and
find out what programs are available. And then
ma k e sur e to foll ow
success can depend on his or her school
success, so even if the tutoring or extra help
sessions are at an inconvenient time, attending
and participating is worth it in so many ways.

Mentors and Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Count-
|l ess people are devot e
children succeed in tough times. They under-
stand the pressures many families are under
these days and want to use their time and energy
to ease the burden. Ask your school counselor or
principal if there are programs like Big Brothers/
Big Sisters in your area. Find out if there are
special mentoring programs that link children with
specially trained adults who can provide
academic and social help. These people want to
help and they can make a world of difference in a
childés 1ife.

Caring about Health. Children need to be able
to go to the doctor 6s

injured and to receive check-ups and preventive
care. Uninsured kids often are forced to go
without care because t

st a

|

Fortunat el vy, t her e écest hiealtte
insurance available for eligible children nation-
wide. Your school social worker, nurse, or
guidance counselor should have all the
information you need. You can also find out
details about the eligibility requirements in your
state by visiting the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services Web site at
witw wo hn swheked sthoowl.gok / f
questions.asp#whatl . Dental care as well as
medical care is often available.

Working to Overcome. Maybe your family is
Unadegqng sogne serpus chdmngds, like & insve,
La plivorceWehfieandiakcrisis, iorta &esiousrillaessdor
death. Perhaps your child is being bulliedd or is
bullying others. Maybe your child is having
difficulty concentrating in the classroom or when
doinguhansewdrko ar seems to bepwithdrawni @r
perhaps you just sense
Turn to your school social workers. They
icpnfidentially uwork with istudénbssand ffamtlias,
teachers, principals, nurses, and others to help
children cope better and become more emotion-
ally healthy.

There Is Such a Thing as a Free Lunch.  When
families find themselves in hard times, financially,

hungry during the school day. Schools offer free
and reduced-price lunches for children whose
family incomes are below a certain level. And, of
course, the Department of Health and Human
Services Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families program (welfare) can make all the
difference when things look their lowest. Ask your
chil doés school counse
assistance signing your children up.

All families face challenges in one form or
another, and finding the available resources can
hel p ease t he bur den.
pafsfhiacree db ottoh awphperno at chhe yybor
assist you when times get tough. It will benefit
both you and your children.
heir families
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| Go to this website from the National Association of School
Nurses to hear how you can help your child learn about hand
washing and other tips to stay healthy.

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and mlddé principals, may be reproduced by National Association of
Elementary School Principals members without permission. Current year back issues are available to members at


http://www.nasn.org/Default.aspx?tabid=597

READING NOOK

By Darlene Wontrop

Spotlighton ¢ ¢
Teaching Our Children
To ask GOOD questions

We had an excellent parent workshop here at JVES
on questioning. Parents had an opportunity to learn
about how to use questioning to promote better
understanding of a story or text. One way to check for
comprehension or understanding of what has been
read is through good ques
share with you now is called QAR or Question,
Answer, Relationship.

QAR is a great way to help students figure out how to
go about answering questions based on a given
text. Of t en student s assume
answer is directly stated somewhere in the text, if only
they look hard enough. Thus, many students spend
far too much time looking for answers that are not
firight there, 0 and tThaehing
children the four basic question-answer relationships
is a valuable strategy that will help them to understand
the different types of questions and know how to
effectively and efficiently approach the text based on
the different question types.

Right There Questions:

AiRi ght Thereo
passage and find the correct information to answer the
question. These are sometimes called literal questions
because the answer can be found in the passage.

AiRi ght Thered questions s
fiAccording to the passag|glé
where isé and what i sébo

Think and Search Questions:

AThink and Searchd questl|
think about how ideas or information in the passage
relate to each other. You will need to look back at the
passage, find the information that the question refers
to, and then think about how the information or ideas

fidt together. AThink and
include t he wor ds, i Thig
passageéwhat causedé and

Author and You Questions:

fAiAut hor and Youd questio
and information that is not stated directly in the
passage to answer the question. These questions
require you to think about what you have read and
formulate your own ideas o r opinions.
Youd questions someti mes
aut hor i mplieséthe passa
speakerés attitude. .. O

On My Own Questions:

Aion My Ownodo gquestions caf
background knowledge on a topic. This type of
question does not usually appear on tests of reading
comprehension because it does not require you to

refer to the passage. i On My Own 0O
someti mes include t he W g
based on your experiend
someone/ somet hing you kno

Just another great questioning strategy!
Try it with your child tonight!!

Read! Read! Read! ;

e,
b

iz

qguestions r|H#

Thank YOUHl Thank YOUll T've had some greab
reading volunteers helping t0 bedin organizing
all the books we have as well as the hew books in
the Liberabture Nook for teachers and staf .

Please Iet me know i€ you sbill want to help! T can
always use the exbra assistancse! Also, leb me
khow when you wanb to coms in.

ioning. AThanksaadalpy 1 6d 1i ke

WHY do®1 héed Yo fild e time fof © ©
my child and independent reading?

e smbti ohehosumes read

Well, look at these researched based facts and
then answer those two questions.

en

e Research indicates that students who patrticipate
regularly in SSR (SeltSelected Silent Reading)

q u irecedve higher acadenticoscdres alkd hiave highiee,
reading ability t han
regularly participate.

meti mes include the words,
Reswarcin ahasy éhowrp thatsréading ability is
positively correlated with the extent to which
students read independently.
usually require you to
In 38 out of 40 studies of SSR, those students
equaled or outperformed traditionally taught
comparison students on tests of reading compre-
te a0 questions someti mes
mai n i dea of t he
dloemP180YE bfC Qudidnts Abiedirthihg kindergarten are
enthusiastic about learning to read, but by 12th
r @rade jonle 25%000f studentsyread far pleasudre.
Research shows that one important contributing
factor to maintain enthusiasm about reading is
. ASEIIQ %ngl/ror ingerp%ndent reading at home.
include the words, AThe
dlewWOsWlglge 4 tgsrd sawmde t Yo u

to both questions!

gvgr eedn(‘uglur{ga%%urour
Read! Read! READ!
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| S whgrﬁﬁgluae[n# Can buy & ﬁéa/vzbitocgkn €o

éo inexpensively!!
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PTA News by Kelley Saneman (jvespta@verizon.net)

M erry Christmas! Wow, where has the time gone already? Our PTA has accomplished so many tasks
already this year! We look forward to what the New Year brings too.

| would like to thank all of the families that have contributed to our PTA Monetary Fundraising thus

far. Please know your donations are greatly appreciated and are still being accepted. This money is being
used to fund many activities at JVES and without your support, we would not be able to provide author
visits, field trips, curriculum aides, and any other assistance our staff and teachers may need. So if you
have not already done so, please send your money in today.

A huge thank you goes to Dina DePriest and everyone that helped her to make our Vera Bradley/

Basket Bingo the success that it was! We sold over 200 tickets and had a great night playing bingo and
supporting our school . This was Dinads first ye
wait to see what exciting prizes she will have for next year!

Our Holiday Workshop was also another great event! Thank you to Lori Wilson and all of her Santa
hel per s! The children had a wonderful time pick

| would also like to thank our custodial staff for their continued support with all of our events! Without
them, our school would not look so clean and inviting!

D ecember brings many new events too. The Hat and Mitten Tree is up in our school lobby. Our

students decorate the holiday tree with new hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves. These items will be
donated to Manna House Soup Kitchen as gifts for their Holiday Party. Considering our economic
times, this will be greatly appreciated by their recipients! Please help to fill our tree! These items may be
brought in until Tuesday, December 8.

We are also looking forward to our Reflections Ceremony on Friday, Decembdt.40ur hallways were

so nicely decorated in November with our participants art work! Thank you to Barb Ogden, Ronda
Blakeman, and Mary Scarff for chairing this great event!

W e, the executive PTA board, would like to extend a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all
of our JVES families! Have a wonderful holiday season and we look forward to a magnificent New Year!

Lunches for the Needy

o
We collected 93 lunches for the month of November. Thanks to Ryan

Dil |l in Mrs. Graceds class for helping co
your child wishes to participate and has not signed up, any lunch bag will do.

Box Top News

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Mrs. Canterods class for winni
347 box tops ! The school collected 1,816 box tops fc

class received a coupon for free ice cream cone at Baskin Robbins.

KEEP SENDING IN BOX TOPS

Family Bingo

January 15, 2010 Ravens Theme
Prizes: Ravens Jersey, Autographed Items, Bike, Wii Fit

Tickets will go on sale in December

Watch for more information




Counsel
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Where has the fall gone? How can it
December already? This seems to hap
every year. You try to get ahead on holi
chores but it just seems to creep up on
anyway.

This is the time of the year to be thar
FdzZ& F2NJ gKIG ¢S KI 9
model for our children the importance
caring and sharing for others. Many of (
classes will find ways to help others throd
projects such as Toys for Tots, our
collection of gloves for needy childrg
adopting a family for the holidays as well
many other things. Caring and sharing all
a child to feel needed, capable and to hav
sense of community. Take the time to rem
your children of the beauty and value
GIAGAYT 2F e2dzNESTE T
nity organizations you could help. A f
examples are: The Salvation Army, Ma
House, The Maryland Food bank, SAR(
well as various church organizations.

During December | will be finishing
Y& aO2yFtAO0G NBaz2ft
grade with an emphasis on problem solv
strategies and using positive communicat

lBpdy Safety Curriculum where children le
k-

abffered to families. | post them on the bullet
pboard in the lobby or outside my door. Pleg

dzthaoss yhat you afe apEplging aThariks/for y

Bkills like IMessages. Our third and fifth gra
adents will be receiving the state mandat

and discuss ways to be safe in our chan
world.

| often receive information from coun
Srganizatior® &bout vanipdsYrdgraing that)

fgel free to call me at any time if you col
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RiB& help with any issue ranging from div
groups held by the family court system, so
gkills groups for Aspergers or other rela
pavsorders, as well as counseling serv
®féered in our area.

nd Last but not least, if you are the par
of a fifth grader who is considering send
gour cldilk 5 B JPBrivake NdgldleYsEhgad, pl
jyet the paperwork to me as soon as possi
nhatakes a few weeks to get the teach
Cinflasmation together and to copy relatg
information. It would also be helpful for yc
up give me a stamp addressed envelope to

ihglp.
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Reflections

The 2009 -2010 JEMS Fair will be held on
Monday, March 1™ 2010 from 6:30 -7:40 p.m.

Projects will be collected in the lobby before school on
Wednesday, February 24 ™ from 8:00 -9:00 a.m.

and Friday, February 26

" from 7:00 -7:30 a.m.

The poster boards are too large for the children to take on the bus. Please
take home your boards after the fair has concluded. See you at the Fair!

Yearbook

Your photographs are always welcomed. Place photos or digital photos on a CD in the Yearbook
mailbox. Please include your name, event, and grade level with photos. Keep in mind that our

yearbook is worked on all year.
happens. Thank you for your help!

There are a few 2008 -2009 yearbooks available
office to pick one up.

5

Submit photos of events or activities promptly after it

to purchase. The cost is $24.00. Stop by the



From t he NUTbx#nBicgrdsoD € S K

Thank you to all who were able to donate blood at the November 4 t blood drive.
We collected 20 units of blood in spite of long waiting times. Also thanks to Girl
Scouts Jamie McBain, Keirra Baltimore, and Cecile Muldowney from troop #2495
who worked the recovery station the entire time as well as making thank you
notes for each donor. Thanks girls, you were a big help.

Now that we have weathered the first round of HINL1 it is time to get ready for the
seasonal flu and all the other viral bugs that arrive this time of year. The
following information from the Center for Disease Control may help you in
making a decision as to when to keep your child home.

Send to school:
. Vague complaints of aches, pain or fatigue

. Sniffles, a runny nose and a mild cough without a fever
« Asingle episode of diarrhea/vomiting without any other symptoms
Keep home from school:

. a fever of 100 or more with rash, earache, sore throat, sluggishness, or
nausea, keep home until fever free 24 hours, without medicine

a persistent, productive cough/wheezing with thick or constant nasal
discharge

. undiagnosed rash with fever and behavioral change
. pinkeye with white or yellow discharge with eye pain, redness

. diarrhea or vomiting more than once, especially if has a fever, rash or
general weakness

. impetigo & a bacterial skin infection that often begins around the nose and
mouth, lesions usually have a brownish -yellow crust, and it is highly
contagious, keep home for 24 hours after starting antibiotic treatment

A BIG THANK YOU

[ hank You to everyone who contributed to our monetcuy donation ﬁmdm&smg thus farl We

ap/orecéafe your su/o/oort for our school, espec&a[[y in these hard economic times. I would like to
thank:

Amanda Alisea
Ethan Ballard
Laurel Brown
Reid Bcofte

Ben Friedman
/‘/a[ey Garner
Andrew Glover
C/L/“L'sto/o/wr Glover



